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Birpark survival guige

Stuck for an hour or six at G'Hare or Midway? Put away your electronic Sudoku and go
exploring: We played the fields and found the best spots to drink, dine, destress and
more. By Lauren Viera Photographs by Ghiris Lake

Sit and stay Skip the fast food joints and
settle in at Woligang Puck (Terminal 3), We
love the wood-fired pizzas and entrées (13 and
up), plus Puck’s got the best wine this side of
firstclass.

Healthy options Go to Salad Works
(Terminal 1, Gate C19) for greens, graba
smocthieat Juicewoerks (Terminal 1, Gate C15;
2, GateF1; and 3, Rotunda Building) or pick up
fresh fruitand non-mushy vogurt parfaitsat
Natural Break (Rotunda Building).

Gio forthe grulb Resigned topacking iton?
Takeadvantage of the easy access tosuburban
chainslike Cinnabon (Terminal 1, Gates C8and
C22:2 Main Hall, and 3, Gates G5 and K18),
Mss. Fields (Terminal 3, Gate Hl)and Haagen-
Dazs (Terminal 5, Upper Level), Not to mention,
rabid devotees of Dunkin’ Donuis’ coffee can
get theirfix here, too (Terminal 3, Gate Hb).

Layever hangaver Werecently overheard
aholiday passenger relay to her friend, “T've
gotan hour and 45 minutes, so I guess Fm just
going to get drunk.” Agreed, lihations area
great way to kill time, Qur go-topubis
Chicago Bar & Grill (Terminal 3, Rotunda
Building), where ample seating means you
have a sporting chance of getting off your feet
forawhile.

Reomanece on the fiy If conversation is your
objective, belly up to the cozy bar at Berghoff
Café (Terminal 1, Gate C26). Wood paneling
and dimlighting mimic the charm of the Loop
original, and iteven has three house brews on
tap {$4.70). Hey, if it can happen to Six Feet
Under'sNateand Brenda...

Talte a load off If you've gotserious baggage,
the folles at BackRub Hub (Terminal 3, Gate

H2) will work out your kinks for 15 bucks for tert
minutes. Massages arealsooffered in 15- ($20)
and 20-minute ($25) increments.

Namp time Getting some shut-eyeona
crowded plane is about as likely as getting
accidentally upgraded to first class.
Unfortunately, sois finding a quiet corner in
the world’s husiest airport. Venture far
enough into infternational-fight territory
(Terminat 5) and the crowds will be
thinner—or at least speaking a foreign
language you can easﬂy tune out,
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Gettmg to the alrport on tlme i half the
hatile; bringing the etrands you didn't get to
before jetting off is practically unavoidable.
If you're mailing last-minute holiday
packages and cards, you're better off
skipping the insane lines in the city and
heading straight to O'Hare's full-service
post office (Terminal 2, Main Hall), open
weekdays 9am to 5pm. Additional mailboxes
and stamp machines are available elsewhere
throughout the airport. If you've got ten
minutes, that’sall the time youneed fora
shoe shine, and outposts are ineach
terminal. They’ll polish up your shoes ($4)
and hoots ($5) from 6am to 7pm. Skipped
your flu shot? No problem, UIC's gota
medical clinie right across from the post
office (Terminal 2, Main Hall), where free
inoculations will be offered through
December 31. Not to mention, the clinicis
capable of managing everything from
fainting spells to cardiac arrest.
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Gat ayoom Your cublcle may be mﬂes away
(praise Jesus}, but if you really need to get shit
done, most wireless cards willlet you access
(’Hare's wifl network free of charge (others
must pay a $6.95 daily fee). Or book some time .
at Laptop Lane (Terminal 1, Gate B6and B/C
Connector Tunnel), where you canlock
yourselfin a private room with “peace, quiet
anda T1line” for 65¢a minute.

Charge! When delaysstartfopileup,the
hottest property in the entive airportisa free -
elecirical cutlet. Pluginatone of six Power -
Stations in Terminals 1 {GatesB6,Bl4 and -
C23), 2 (Ed)and 3 (K9 and H14). '
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Bit and stay Hany Caray's (Concessions
Triangle food cowrt) is the airport’s largest
restaurant, and definitely its most civilized.
Waitfora tablein the convincingly
restaurantlike outpost of the local chophouse.
Healihy options Grabasalad ($6.99 and up)
at Taylor Street ilarket (Gate B16), where
options gobeyond carrot sticks and iceberg
lettuce. Pegasus onthe Fly (Concessions
Triangle)is another option—just avoid the
oily falafel and opt for a Greek salad instead.
Gio for the grab Bulk up Ben & Jerry's-
style {Concessions Triangle) with 34 offerings
from the duo’s original flavors. Taylor Street
Market is gdod for more than salads, too: It's
gota sweet spot for sundaes. Still screaming
for ice cream? Head to Superdawg (Gate B14)
for shakes and malts ($4.25-$4.50).

Layever hangovey Avoid the overcrowded
sportsbarsin the chaotic food court: The
farther you wander from the Triangle, the less
crowded the places get. Werecommend
traipsing allthe way to the end of Concourse A
to Dot-Com Café (Gate Al1l), which serves the
same beersas the other places—but with way
more legroom.

Romance on the fly You know what they
say: Whatever happensat Midway staysat
Midway. Your bestopportunity for a pre-flight
checkoutis topult up a stool at quiet,
conversation-friendly Let Them Eat Cake
(between Gates B5 and B7), where there'sa
tiny five-seater corner bar—perfect for sidling
up to that hottie with the TUMI carry-on.

Map thwee Ditch the cranky suckersat your

Afrport curvival gduide

box, whilethelatter justhas amailbox. Geta
shine-upat oneofthe shoe-shine stations
(Gates Adand B10, ConcourseC, adjacent to the
USOoffice). Services onshoes ($4) and boots (§5)
areoffered Mon—SatSam——me

gateand head to the ghost town that is
Coneourse €, home of seldom-taken
Continental flights, where a weary passenger
has plenty of peace and quiet to pass out. Plus,
just down thehall is Midway’s hidden gem—
theInterfaith chapei (Mezzanine Level ),
whichboaststhe most comfortable seats inthe
terminal. Praying may not be on your ifinerary,
but bow your head, close your eyes and you just
might getaway with cgtching someZ’s,
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B chaa'ge' Grab some volta ge at the Power
Statlon {Gate AJ) oratoneof five Travel
Centers (Gates A4, A10, Bl0and B20;
ConcourseC, adjacent to the USQoffice), where
youcanchatitupinaphoneboothorhit the
Web (free terminal-wide wifi for most wireless
cards) in private. F thoseare taken—and you're
desperate—head to therestroom, where the
outletsarerarely used, Trust us: When your
battery light starts blinking, you'llthank us, B

s worth a look

Lookmgfor a good read atan alrport bookstore?
We've gotyou covered. By Jonathan Messinger

Grab stamps at one of two d;spensers—one in
ConcourseCnext tothe USQ office, and onein
Concourse A justoutside the huge Hudson
News. Theformer is flanked by a maitbox with
Zpm and Spm pickup times and a FedEx drop

If your stay at the airportis looking more and more filke a Tom Hankis
movie, and you forgot to hiing a book from your bedside to-read pile,
we have bad news: Your selection at the aivport is pretiy slim. you
don’t mind shelling out more cash, there are some good hooks te be
found in the high-profile front-of-the-store displays. Onshelves now
are Thunderstrack from Erilt Lavson {awthor of Devil in the White
City) as well as the paperback version of The Daily Show's America:
The Bool. Butitheliday shopping has leftyou unable to drop $30 on
the latest fad best-seller, you're looking at alot of $5 hooks, and the

- = conlest thing about them is they have raised, embossed covers.
The first rule Is to avold any of the cheapos with just one word for a title. Books like Atfacked! oy
Conirontation are not going to lift your spirits. The second mile is to not read James Patterson, the
author of such dreck as Kiss the Girls (which was made into a ¢rap slasher flick starring Morgan
Freaman) and Along Came a Spider (also made into a crap slasher flick starring Freeman). In fact,
you'd he better off walking right past the whole display nearvest the enirance to the store—it’s
going to be filled by other writers desperately trying to be Patterson, and we need to put an end to
this sometime.

i you look deeper into the store, you'll find some cheap books that are worth veading: Many of
these are genre classics, like Rolber Lugdhum’s Bouwrne serles, or old Stephen Eing (ves, we sald
Stephen King). At avecent stop in Midway, we were pleasantly surpiised to find Kim Stanley
Robinson's Mors Trifogy on display. Robinson is a ¢lassic sciencesiction writer, the kind whose
worl is ignoved by mainstream snebs hut will likely be taught in English classes down the road.
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